
     
 

 

We concluded our last study by remarking that the holy boldness characterizing this woman was born of 
her assurance of her salvation- she approached the Lord Jesus with a holy boldness that came upon her 
when our Lord forgave her sins.  She knew that the Lord would not reject her.  Her confidence was an 
inseparable subjective reality of her being born again; the world did not give it to her and the world could 
not take it away.   
 
The term “outside the box” is one that has had its share of abundant overexposure.  Its current use is not 
as popular as it was a few years ago and perhaps (quite thankfully!) it has died or it is dying the death 
either of reckless overexposure or needless overemployment.  Nevertheless, in spite of its excessive 
utilization there is some legitimate application to this term.   This this former “woman of the city” stepped 
“outside of the box” by venturing outside of and even against the accepted customs as well as the expected 
protocol of her day, especially those respecting the public conduct of women.  For example, the Talmud, 
from a word meaning to study or learn, a collection of rabbinic Jewish texts that record the oral tradition of 
the early rabbis, stated that a woman could be divorced for letting down her hair in the presence of men.  
This was a very serious offense which the rabbis classified together with a woman’s uncovering her 
breasts.  In the setting of the Pharisee’s house, one could therefore imagine the intense surprise and great 
shock that overwhelmed the guests and the onlookers as she entered and as she began to shower her 
affections upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Where her Lord was concerned, this woman reminds us of racehorses that are equipped with blinders to 
prevent them from being distracted as they run their race.  The blinders restrict their vision from straying to 
the left or to the right and forces them to concentrate on the track that is before them.  In this woman’s 
case, the love of Christ and his abundant saving grace were her spiritual blinders restricting her vision to 
her Savior alone.  She possessed a sanctified focus causing her to direct all her attention to Jesus.  In this 
regard, her actions also remind us of the chorus of the hymn, “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”: Turn your eyes 
upon Jesus/ Look full in His wonderful face/ And the things of earth will grow strangely dim/ 
In the light of His glory and grace. 
 
The boldness of this woman, emerging from Christ’s forgiveness of her sins and manifest in part by her 
singular focus upon him, is a great example for us to follow.  It convicts us of our hesitancy (even refusal) to 
stand up for Christ for fear of rejection by friends and family; victimization by employers; exclusion by social 
organizations such as fraternities and sororities; and so on.  It reveals the unpleasant reality of our 
undivided hearts.  It condemns us of our desires to be approved by the world and to be recognized as 
nonthreatening nice people.  It brings to the forefront of our thoughts the need for us to stand up for Christ 
and his cross at all costs.  It exhorts us to follow the examples of the faithful saints of Hebrews 11 of whom 
the biblical writer states, “the world was not worthy”, v. 38.  Above all, it charges us to run the race that is 
set before us “looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”  12:2. 
 


